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Preparation Checklist

The following informaton will hel

1 Review the material and make notes of specific areas for special
emphasis.

1 Check to ensure the following materials are available:
1 PowerPoint presentations
1 Participant booklet (copy as needed)
1 Gather the following materials:
f Pens and/or pencils
1 Other material you want to use
1 Check the classroom for:
1 Projector

1 Sufficient number of tables and chairs for the participants

=a

Arrange the room so that each church team sits around an individual
table and you have ample room to move among the teams.



Becoming a Caring Christian

The table below identifies each module section, the time allotted for each section, and a brief description
of the section’s objective. When you are familiar with this module, you may want to teach from this page
rather than the detailed information.

SECTI CTI MPAG BRI EF DESCRI |

Tot al Modul e Ti me: 75 mi ns.
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I. Module Introduction N
otes
(5 Minutes)

Let the participants know the material is theirs to keep and encourage
them to take notes. The participant material includes:

Purpose

Objectives

“Fill-in-the-blanks” for the lecture

Application exercises
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II. Lecture Notes
(25 Minutes)

The underlined text represents the blanks in the participant booklet.

Ask two participants to read the scripture passages (Luke 24:36-49 and Acts

1:8) for this module. The scriptures are NOT included in the participants’
handbook.
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II. Lecture (cont.) Notes
A. Introduction
1. Jesus saw in His first followers what we experience now as His
disciples.

a. Then, as now, Jesus’ presence is available to us.

b. Then, as now, Jesus’ presence calms our fears.

2. Jesus knew their and our own fears, uncertainties, and hesitancies.

a. Jesus used the greeting “Peace be with you” (Luke 24:36)
when he appeared to the disciples.

b. Though a traditional greeting, its use took on new significance
because Jesus anticipated and understood the doubts and
fears of His followers.

c. Jesus still anticipates the needs of His followers.

3. Jesus prepared His disciples in the same way He wants to prepare
us.

a. Jesus spoke the Word of God to prepare His disciples.

b. We have the Word of God in written form to prepare us.

4. Jesus empowers us to witness.

a. We also have the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.

b. The Holy Spirit gives us official authority to witness.

5. Learn with me about how Jesus commissions personal witnesses
through the power of:

a. Jesus’ presence.

b. Jesus’ preparation.
c. Jesus’ provision of forgiveness.
d. Jesus’ promise.

B. We are commissioned through the power of Jesuss PRE S ENCE
1. “Jesus himself stood among them” (v. 36).
a. Witnessing disciples C A R ®Rith them the personal presence
of Jesus.

i. Jesusisinfact “God WI_Tubkt (Matthew 1:23) and he
promises to be with us to the end of the age (Matthew
28:20).

ii. Jesus’ presence A C T | WokslwiYhus. “...Forthe
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II. Lecture (cont.) Notes

Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you
or forsake you” (Deuteronomy 28:6).
b. Witnessing disciples hear Jesus speak P_E A 16 them.
i. The peace Jesus speaks G U A RddrShearts and
minds (Philippians 4:7).
ii. The peace Jesus speaks transcendsour H U MA N
understanding (Philippians 4:7).

2. Jesus S P Ot them (v. 38).
a. JesusstilREASS.URES

i. The disciples were reassuredbylJesus’ SENSI TI YI TY

ii. We are reassured because the Jesus who became
flesh and blood for us still speakstous T ODAY

b. Jesus continues to help us withour E E AR S

i. Jesus helps us even when we cannot put our fears
into WO R OW. 37, 41).

ii. Jesus tells us how to H A N Ddurlears. While
witnessing in Corinth, Paul was encouraged by these
words from the Lord: “Do not be afraid, keep on
speaking, do not be silent. For | am with you” (Acts
18:9-10).
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II. Lecture (cont.) Notes

“No,” Virgil said, “you’re the first.”

Embarrassed, Lyle at first determined never to tell anybody about his
blunder. Not until later did he realize that he was experiencing continual
fear about witnessing.

The disciples had similar fears and anxieties, as do most people in the
church. The presence of Jesus can reassure us by giving us the words and
the confidence we need to be bold and effective witnesses.

c. Jesus addresses our D O U B(\. 3B).
i. Jesus doesnotS HA MHor doubting (v.38).
ii. Jesus quells our doubts with E V I D HWGA]. E

d. Jesus deals with both our fears and our doubts by

R E V E A Hirhs&lfGo us (vv. 39-43).
C. We are commissioned whenlJesusP RE P AR E S
1. “Then He opened their minds so they could understand the
SCRI1 P'TVUR.E

a. Before the crucifixion Jesus had T_A U GHs Bisciples.
i. Jesustaught from Old Testament P ROP HECY
ii. Jesus taught using New Testament PARABLE S

b. ButJesus’ disciples did not C O M P R E Hilis thlathing.
i. The disciples could not understand Jesus’ teaching on

their O WN
ii. The disciples still had doubts and fears and
QUESTI ONS

c. LearningrequiresRECEPTI VI TY

i. Receptivity requiresa R E A D | tN Est&nS

ii. Receptivity requiresa D E S koRrderstand.
d. God opensour M| N Dke 24:45; Matthew 11:4-5).

i. GodopenstheS CR 1 P TLUk&RZE:R). We
understand that Jesus is the fulfillment of everything
in the scriptures.

ii. God opensour HE A HAct$16:14). We experience
the presence of Jesus.

t SN¥Aaai2y (G2 02118 F2NJ t 20Ff OKudsIdG Friénbldo FaithA y 3 2y 8 @

Becoming a Commissioned Christian

© 2000, 2013 USA/Canada Region

Church of the Nazarene For more information go to :

9 wWww. usacanadar egnoadmul @sg/ tr ¢



I. Lecture (cont.) Notes

| I l ustraton:

When Jesus opens our minds, He opens them completely. Perhaps the
best way to understand Jesus’ power to open is to compare His healing of a
deaf and mute man as recorded in Mark 7:31-35 to His healing of the
blinded disciples in Luke 24:31. In both instances, Jesus uses the same word
for open. When Jesus opens our minds, He gives us a vision so new and
complete that we cannot help but see the world through His eyes. Only then
do we see a world that is worth saving.

2. Jesus told them, “This is what is WR | T :T (244).
a. Jesus wanted His followersto U N D E R S thAshtiptures
(v.45).
b. Jesus’ L | mitcored the Scriptures.
c. Jesus’ T E A C HobeNe@the Scriptures.
3. Jesus T_A U Gftdrh the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and Psalms
(v.44).
4. Scriptures P_O | 1d Jesus (v.44).
a. Reading the Scriptures P R E P Aol ReSrts to accept Jesus.
b. Jesus’ prepares us to direct O T H Et&RI&us.
5. Jesus fulfilled the E_ O R E C &f thd (id Testament.
a. Through His D E A Tisklah 53).
b. ThroughHisRE S UR R E(R3dlm 1@N11).
c. ThroughHisS AL V A (lséiab 49:6).
d. ThroughHisHOL Y SJéxl2R28-29).

D. We are commissioned through the power of Jesuss E OR Gl V.ENE S “L
1. Jesus suffered, died, and R O Sram the dead (v.46).
a. This truthisto be proclaimed EVE RY WHERE
i. Jesus commissioned the disciples to be witnesses to
all nations, beginningatJ ERUSAL EM
ii. Jesus commissions us to be His witnesses everywhere,
beginning withourownNE|l GHBORHOOD
b. EV E R YiCxdNkkhow about Jesus and what He did for us.
i. Jesus preached the Gospel to B O Tthk Jews and the
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II. Lecture (cont.) Notes

Gentiles (Romans 1:16).
ii. We are to preach the Gospel without showing
FEAV ORI (Acts 19:B4-35).
2. Jesuswants ustorepentinordertofindE ORGI1 V&N S S
a. This messagerequiresS POKESPERSONS
i. Jesus has C H O Sus tN be His spokespersons.
. Jesus’ E_| _Nwhbids before His ascension commission us
to be His witnesses (Acts 1:8).
b. “Youare Wl _T N E & théseéhings” (v.48).
i. The disciples were physically presenttobeS P R1 T FU ALLY
changed.
ii. We are witnesses of the O N G O | spri&ual change.
iii. What Jesus did then He does N O Wh us.
iv. Let’sT EIL L
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II. Lecture (cont.) Notes

E. We are commissioned through the power of Jesus’s PR OMI| S E
1. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to His followers (v.49).
a. TheHOL Y SdimbksRdcalise God promised and Jesus
prayed.

i. Even in the Old Testament, God foretoldthe CO M1 N G
of the Holy Spirit. In Joel 2:28-29, He promises to pour
out His Spirit on all people: sons and daughters, old and
young men, servants, and both men and women. No
one is excluded from the promise to be filled with the
Spirit.

i. GodWI L L cHingelthe promise of His Word: “God
is not a man that He should lie, nor a son of man, that
He should change His mind. Does He speak and then
not act? Does He promise and not fulfill?” (Numbers
23:19).

iii. Jesus P_R A Ytkatll future believers would carry on a
new ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit. His prayer
is for all “those who will believe in me through their
[the disciples’] message” (John 17:20).
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II. Lecture (cont.) Notes

b. We WA | ad welcome the Holy Spirit.

i. We wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit with joyful
expectancy.

ii. We welcome the gift of the Holy Spirit with hearts that
are prepared.

2. Jesus’ Spirit provides P_O WHdRwitness (Acts 1:8).
a. WedonotWI T N &nSus own.

i. Jesus’ Spirit G O Eb&fore us (Ephesians 2:10).

ii. Jesus’ SpiritS P E AdKus (Romans 8:26).

iii. Jesus’ Spirit makes us B_O L (Axts 4:29-31).

iv. Jesus’ Spirit never L_E A MU Nhatthew 28:20).

b. Wearenot POWERL ESS

i. Jesus promised, “YouwillbeCL OT MWithD
power” (v.49).

ii. The Holy Spiritisan U N E N D dolMc&of power for
witnessing disciples.

c. WearetogoeverywheretoEVERY ONE

i. Two thousand years have passed since Jesus poured
His Spirit out on us. Has enough time passed for
everyone, everywhere to hear the gospel?

ii. How long would it take to convert every person in the
entire world if we started with one believer winning
one convert the first year? Then there would be two
converts. Suppose that during the next year these two
made one convert apiece, and then there would be
four. Suppose that the next year these four made one
convert apiece, and then there would be eight, and so
on. Starting with just one and doubling each year, at
the end of just 32.5 years there would be 6 billion
souls, an amount equal to the world’s population, won
to Christ.

iii. Fulfilling the great commission requires that each one
of us do our part.
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[TI. Small Group Exercise

(20 Minutes)

Commissioned Christians have the power to witness available to them. But
how would our witnessing power be impacted if we claimed the power Je-
sus has promised to us?

God is calling all of us to be witnesses to the people in our neighborhoods

and workplaces. As you divide into church teams to take turns answering
the following questions, focus on the specific people you know who need
Jesus. Then consider how the Holy Spirit’s preparation, intercession, and

empowerment can make you a witnessing disciple to those specific people.

1 Read Ephesians 2:10: A C2 NJ ¢S |

t SNY¥Adaarzy

NS D2RQA
/| KNA &G WS&adza 2 R2 3J22R 62 NJ 3
dza ( PlowRa? GRE prepared us in advance to do the good
work of a witnessing disciple?

ReadRomans8:26:a Ly (GKS alyYS gléexr (K
681 1ySaad 28 R2 y20 1y26 6KE i
{LANRG KAYASET AVGSNDSRSA 721

LINJ Bodv @oés the Holy Spirit help us to overcome any of our
weaknesses in witnessing?

Read Acts 4:29-30:d b 26> [ 2NR O2YaARSNJ GJKSANI (KN
@2dzNJ aSNBFyda (2 &aLlSlF |1 @2dz2NJ g2NR 6 A Gk
LIN @ SRX (KS LJ I OS gKSNBE (GKS@ |6SNBE YS¢
GSNB |ff UftftSR gAGK GKS | 2t@ |{LANRG |

0 2 f FRIéwdiges the Holy Spirit embolden us as witnessing disci-
ples?

Notes
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IV Discussion Notes

(5 Minutes)
The discussion portion of the module provides an opportunity for people
to share their thoughts about the information presented and insights
about how the information will assist in their leadership.

Open the floor for discussion. If the group is hesitant to discuss, refer to
the small group exercise questions.

If you’re ahead of schedule, the discussion can go a few extra minutes.
However, it’s easy to lose track of time so watch the clock.

V. Action Planning/Reporting

(15 Minutes)
Everything that Jesus accomplished while He was on earth was made pos-
sible by the Holy Spirit. The key to Jesus’ amazing life is summed up in
Scripture: “Jesus returned to Galilee A Y (0 KS LJ2 ¢ SshNDnewd G KS { LIA NR (
about him spread through the whole countryside” (Luke 4:14).

Similarly, the witnessing power of our church is only as powerful as the
Spirit that directs each individual member. Therefore, we need to ask the
following questions:

1 How can we encourage our church members to draw near to the
Holy Spirit’s work of preparation in their heart?

1 How can we encourage our church members to utilize the Holy
Spirit’s intercession to help them in their witnessing weakness-
es?

1 How can we encourage our church members to claim the Holy
Spirit’s power to embolden them as witnesses?

VI. Module Wrap-Up

(5 Minutes)
This section provides an opportunity to close the module.

1 Ask participants to share their thoughts about the module.
1 Answer any questions and provide encouragement.
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